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SIU, Medicaid borrowing bills combined
JEFF ENGELHARDT
Daily Egyptian

The university’s quest for short-term
borrowing authority took an unexpected
turn Wednesday. 
D
 ave Gross, spokesman for SIU, said
the Senate majority leadership decided to
combine the university’s borrowing authority proposal with a Medicaid borrowing

proposal during an executive committee
session Wednesday.
The combined bill passed through the
executive committee with an 8-5 vote.
SIU President Glenn Poshard said he is
still optimistic the bill will pass even with
the Medicaid proposal attached.
“The Medicaid bill already had overwhelming bipartisan support in the House,”
Poshard said. “It could conceivably pass the

Senate with just Democrat votes, but we believe it will have bipartisan support and the
necessary votes.”
In order for the bill to pass, it will need
3/5 of the vote, which amounts to 36 votes
in the Senate and 71 in the House. There are
37 Democratic senators.
Please see BILL | 2
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Local schools address childhood obesity

GENNA ORD | DAILY EGYPTIAN

A group of third graders takes a break between jump rope races Tuesday at Thomas Elementary School in Carbondale. Haley Karayiannis, the physical education instructor
for the class, said Tuesday was Jump Rope for Heart Day. She said because February is American Heart Month, PE classes would be concentrating on heart fitness for the next
few weeks. For the whole story, PLEASE SEE PAGE 8.

SIUC hacked, more than 900 identities at risk
JEFF ENGELHARDT
RYAN VOYLES
Daily Egyptian

Social Security numbers vulnerable after breach

tempts to open credit cards with her
information since the breach hapMeagan Lewis said she never ex- pened in January but none have been
pected a Scantron to cost her so much. successful.
Someone used a virus to hack into
Lewis is just one of about 900 students whose identities are at risk after an older computer in the department
breach in the SIUC computer sys- of mathematics and obtained Social
ab
ttem. She said there have Security information from students
been multiple who took a math course five years
be
a t - ago, said university spokesman Rod
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Sievers.
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computers got hit,” he said. “We’re trying our best to get in contact with everybody in that class.”
The breach was just one of 94 malware cases that have happened in the
SIUC system since Jan. 4, according
to an e-mail Curt Wilson, SIUC’s network security officer, sent to school
administrators. Of the 94 cases, this
was one of the few involving sensitive
information.
Lewis, one of those students in
Math 113 five years ago, said SIUC
police told her she was the only one

Up until two years ago, students wrote their Social
Security numbers in the ID Number section of
Scantron tests. Many professors of undergraduate
classes use Scantrons when testing. The university
implemented the Dawg Tag system in fall 2008 as a
security measure.
Source: DAILY EGYPTIAN Archives
PABLO TOBON_ DAILY EGYPTIAN

to file a report at this time and only
12 other students have contacted the
math department.
“There is no reason for me to still
be in the system,” Lewis said. “The
university should protect its students
and it’s frustrating to think this was
able to happen.”
Lewis said representatives from the
math department told her the information was accessed from an e-mail
containing the results of a Scantron
test that was sent to her professor five
years ago. The e-mail still existed in the
system, she said.
Her information has been deleted
from the system, but she said there
was never a reason for it to be there in
the first place.
“When I went to Illinois for two
years, they used different identifica-

tion than your Social Security numbers,” Lewis said.
Sievers said he was unsure of the
university’s liabilities if any student reported financial loss.
Sievers said the university followed
its policy, the Personal Information
Protection Act, which requires the
school to inform all those who could
be affected by an information breach.
He said e-mails and letters were sent,
telling those who could be affected to
check their account, place a fraud alert
on the account and report to authorities any irregularities on their account.
While he does not know what the
university will do to rectify the current situation, Chris Wiegman said
there are steps that can be taken to
prevent another incident.
Please see IDENTITY | 2
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14-year-old charged with “terrorist
threat” at Carbondale Middle School
A 14-year-old middle school
student was arrested Wednesday
on suspicion of making a “terrorist threat” that canceled classes at
Carbondale Middle School Tuesday, a Carbondale Police Department press release stated.
The 14-year-old was determined to be responsible for sending text messages that included a

threat of violence that was alleged
to occur at the school Tuesday
morning. the release stated.
Though the text threats mentioned the use of a firearm, the investigation revealed the 14-yearold did not have an intent to
carry out the threat and neither
the juvenile who was arrested nor
any other students involved were

found to have any firearms, the
release stated.
Numerous CMS students received the threatening messages,
which police said were the result
of a dispute between two small,
separate groups of students.
The juvenile suspect is being
held in the Franklin County Detention Center, the release stated.

Joe Bonamassa coming to Shryock Auditorium

In May, Carbondale will feel the
blues.
Joe Bonamassa, a blues-rock
singer-songwriter from Utica, N.Y.,
will be appearing at Shryock Auditorium at 7:30 p.m. May 5, courtesy
of Southern Lights Entertainment.
The last time Bonamassa appeared at Shryock Auditorium was
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The Medicaid proposal would
allow the state to borrow $250 million to bring to Washington so the
federal government can match it.
The state would then use the roughly $650 million to pay off Medicaid
providers, Gross said.
Gross said the 8-5 vote was across
party lines, but the minority leadership still supported the university
borrowing authority. He said Minority Leader Christine Radogno
supported the university’s borrowing authority, but did not want to
pass the Medicaid proposal because
of uncertainty as to how the state
would repay the money borrowed.
“It’s a great way to get federal
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Wiegman, a network support specialist in the aviation department, said
it is important for computers – especially older ones – to be regularly updated through patches, or else it could
easily be at risk.
“People can write codes so when
you are opening something you think
is a legitimate Web site, another program can open up in the background
which can start reading your hard
drive,” he said. “It can copy things off
your hard drive or what you’re actually
typing and start sending off that information wherever.”
Sievers said there are thousands of
computers on campus to watch over,

in October 2008, where he was a
special guest of B.B. King
Bonamassa’s first album, “A
New Day Yesterday,” was released
in 2000. Since then, Bonamassa
has released eight albums, with his
most recent being “The Ballad of
John Henry,” which reached #26
on UK charts and #103 on the Bill-

board 200.
Bonamassa is set to release a
new album this year called “Black
Rock.” The album was announced
Jan. 14, but an official release date
has yet to be confirmed.
For more information, go to
http://www.southernlightsentertainment.com.

dollars and it’s a plan Medicaid providers want,” Gross said. “We’re just
going to have to keep talking to Republicans about this to see if we can
get more support.”
The Medicaid addition was not
the only change to the bill.
After requests from Sen. John
Jones, university officials approved
restrictions placed on the borrowing authority, Poshard said.
The authority will now expire
Aug. 31 and the university will only
be allowed to borrow 75 percent
of anticipated revenues from the
comptroller’s office as opposed to
100 percent, Poshard said.
The changes were welcomed
by all universities included on the
bill as every state university except
for the University of Illinois and

Northeastern Illinois University
have joined in, Poshard said.
He said it was the solidarity
among the state universities that
should lead the Legislature to pass
the bill.
“I was able to testify to the committee today about why these universities need it as a fallback measure,” Poshard said. “The House
already supported the Medicaid
proposal and (Radogno) supported
the university borrowing portion of
the bill, so we believe we will have
the votes.”
The Senate could vote on the bill
as early as today.

and that the IT Department does its
best to keep watch over the servers.
He said he did not know why the one
computer in the department of mathematics was targeted.
Todd Sigler, director of the Department of Public Safety, said the investigation is ongoing and although there
are a few active leads, he said he is not
too optimistic they will lead to anything solid. He said the best way to approach these investigations is to track
the stolen Social Security numbers for
suspicious activities.
“You’ll start tracking the person’s
name, information, and see if anything
interesting pops up,” he said. “Opening
of credit card accounts, transactions
made in unusual places. Those things
are what we need in this investigation.”

Sievers said despite the recent
breach, the university is among the
best in preventing security threats.
“This is fairly common, our university computers are always under attack,” he said. “I think we do a pretty
good job here on campus of keeping
the damage to a minimum.”
But Lewis sees it differently.
“It’s up to me to deal with this mess,
and it seems like they should do more
than send letters to students to fix it,”
Lewis said.

Jeff Engelhardt can be reached at
jengel@siu.edu or
536-3311 ext. 254.

Editor’s note: Lewis is a former page
designer for the Daily Egyptian.
Ryan Voyles can be reached at
rvoyles@siu.edu. or
536-3311 ext. 259
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ASHES FOR ALL AGES

JESS VERMEULEN | DAILY EGYPTIAN

Faye Myatt, right, places ashes on the forehead of Wesley Bloodworth, one of more
than 300 people in attendance during the morning Mass, while Brenna Gueswelle, a
kindergartner from Herrin, returns to her seat after receiving ashes Wednesday at Our

Lady of Mount Carmel Church in Herrin. “Ash Wednesday is the beginning of the 40-day
preparation for the celebration of Easter,” Monsignor Kenneth Schaefer said. “It is a
season of repentance, and Ash Wednesday challenges us to think about our mortality.”
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Submissions
Letters and guest columns must be submitted with author’s contact information, preferably via e-mail. Phone numbers are required
to verify authorship, but will not be published. Letters are limited to 300 words and columns to 500 words. Students must include year
and major. Faculty must include rank and department. Others include hometown. Submissions should be sent to voices@siude.com.

Notice
The Daily Egyptian is a “designated public forum.” Student editors have the authority to make all content decisions without
censorship or advance approval. We reserve the right to not publish any letter or guest column.
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Pensions low, at $17,112 a year
Dear Editor:
When workers in all five Illinois retirement
systems are combined, the average Illinois state
employee pension is only $17,112 a year.
Because participation in a state retirement
system, instead of Social Security, is mandatory
for most workers, 78 percent of state employees

don’t collect Social Security benefits when they
retire. Those who are eligible for Social Security
are penalized. They only receive 40 percent of
their Social Security benefits because they participated in a state retirement system.
Workers in the private sector contribute 6.2
percent of their earnings to Social Security. State
employees are required to contribute far more to
state retirement systems. Teachers contribute 9.4

percent of their earnings; university employees
contribute 8 percent; General Assembly officials
contribute 11.5 percent; and judges contribute 11
percent. Even those state employees who do receive Social Security benefits still must contribute
4 percent of their earnings to a state retirement
system.
The cost of Illinois public pensions, when measured as a percentage of payroll, is comparable to or

less costly than private-sector retirement programs.
Illinois retirement systems were found to be in
the statistical median when compared with other
public employee pension systems in other states.
The above information can be verified at
http://www.illinois.gov/gov/pensionreform.
Sharon Pflaumer
DeKalb resident

GUEST COLUMN

Palin the potential cure for ‘cognitive fluency’
KEVIN HORRIGAN
McClatchy Tribune
“There is no expedient to which
man will not resort to avoid the real
task of thinking.”
It’s said that Thomas Edison was
so fond of this quotation from the
English painter Joshua Reynolds that
he posted it all over his laboratories.
If Edison had to remind himself to
avoid mental laziness, think of the
problems it presents for the rest of us.
Here’s another problem: According to Drake Bennett of The Boston
Globe, “One of the hottest topics
in psychology today is something
called ‘cognitive fluency.’ Cognitive
fluency is simply a measure of how
easy it is to think about something,
and it turns out people prefer things
that are easy to think about to those
that are hard.”
Well, sure. Who wants to be doing his taxes when the Super Bowl
is on? Who wants to read a book
when the TV remote control is so
handy? Who wants to read “The
Wealth of Nations” when James
Patterson is at hand? For that matter, who wants to read, period?

The Associated Press, reporting
last week on a study from the Pew
Center for Just About Everything
that said blogging has been become
passé among young people, quoted
an 18-year-year old college freshman who explained, “It’s a matter
of typing quickly. People these days
don’t find reading that fun.”
The theory is that cognitive fluency may be left over from our days
as cavemen. We learned what animals were unlikely to eat us, and we
preferred them to unknown things
that might or might not eat us.
Thus, psychologist Adam Alter told
The Globe, when things are unfamiliar, or “disfluent,” alarm bells go
off. “It sets up a cognitive roadblock
and makes people think, and it triggers a sense of risk and alarm.”
Eek! Unknown, and therefore
possibly hard! Avoid!
Mood plays a part. When people
are unhappy, they may seek out
familiar ideas, people and actions
that make them feel safe and secure.
“Fluent things are familiar,” said
one expert, “but also boring and
comfortable. Disfluency is intriguing and novel. When we’re happy,

EDITORIAL CARTOONS

I

f America is tired, angry, confused and looking for easy
answers, she may be just the expedient to which they resort.

we’re more open to the unfamiliar.”
Advertisers figured this out long
ago. Sell the familiar. Sell ease and
comfort. Don’t sell things that are
hard and challenging. Steve Jobs
built a company with simple name,
Apple, around the philosophy of
making attractive products that
were simple and intuitive to use.
Budweiser learned that its customers
wanted those old familiar Clydesdales in their Super Bowl commercials, even though this year’s Clydesdale spot wasn’t very good.
Politicians figured this out, too.
Sell the simple, sell the familiar. In the
midst of the financial turmoil of 2008,
Barack Obama campaigned on “hope
and change.” This sounded safe and
familiar, so he got elected. Then the
problems started. Obama had to sell
changes that were very difficult and
counter-intuitive: Bailing out Wall
Street bankers, even though they had
started the problems. Spending $787
billion to kick-start the economy,
even though it meant trillion-dollar

deficits. And then maybe the hardest
thing of all: Overhauling the American health care system.
Eek! Unknown, and therefore
possibly hard! Avoid! Even when
the president tried to make things
simple, as he did in a speech to Congress on Sept. 9, it took him 47 minutes to do it. He had to talk about
things like insurance exchanges
and pre-existing conditions, costshifting and individual mandates.
This failed the cognitive fluency test. Republicans rushed into
the breach with talking points like
“death panels” and “socialized medicine.” They kept complaining about
the Senate’s “2,700-page bill,” as if
you ought to be able to overhaul
something as complex as health
care with a memo.
When Missouri Republican Sen.
Kit Bond dropped by the office recently and complained about the
“2,700-page health care bill,” I remembered that he’d helped write
the last federal transportation bill.

It was 835 pages long and all it did
was fund transportation programs
for six years.
All of this may be intellectually
dishonest, but it is smart politics.
Americans are looking for easy
answers. Nobody in America understands this better than Sarah
Palin. The former Alaska governor’s speech to the Tea Party convention in Nashville last weekend
was a masterpiece of cognitive fluency, offering simple answers for
all sorts of difficult problems: “We
need a strong national defense ...
cut spending ... spending freeze ...
drill here and drill now ... commonsense solutions and values ... the
government that governs least governs best ... freedom is a God-given
right ... enduring truths passed
down from Washington to Lincoln
to Reagan. ...”
It was truly a brilliant speech, utterly free of nuance and complexity. If
America is tired, angry, confused and
looking for easy answers, she may be
just the expedient to which they resort.

Kevin Horrigan is a columnist for
the St. Louis Post-Dispatch.

Editorial Policy
Our Word is the consensus of the Daily Egyptian Editorial Board on local, national and global
issues affecting the Southern Illinois University community. Viewpoints expressed in columns and
letters to the editor do not necessarily reflect those of the Daily Egyptian.
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GUEST COLUMN

Twitter won’t bring revolution to Iran
BABAK SHAHRVANDI
McClatchy Tribune
In a recent speech on Internet
freedom, Secretary of State Hillary
Rodham Clinton called online organizing a “critical tool for advancing
democracy” in Iran.
The majority of Iranians,
however, do not have access to
this tool, and instead are fed an
alternative reality professionally
crafted by the state broadcaster.
For the sizeable segment of
Iran’s population without access
to satellite television and the
Internet, the Islamic Republic of
Iran Broadcasting has created an
alternative reality populated by
three archetypes: the Islamic nation
of Iran, the Great Satan (America),
and the few enemies of the Islamic
nation inside Iran who take their
orders from the Great Satan.
This caricature would be an
amusing were it not for the oppressive machine that it helps nurture
and maintain. The control of information has become near complete
in recent months.
The only way to counter this

control is through another medium that is readily accessible by the
still large provincial and conservative underclass.
Demonstrations on December
30, during which this subsection of
the population was brought onto
the streets of Tehran by bus from
surrounding provinces, provide a
good case in point. Sandwiches,
cake and orange juice were offered
to keep them happy during the
state-orchestrated demonstrations.
It is important that any change
in Iran, if it does occur, does not
leave Iran’s poor, less educated and
religious underclass dissatisfied.
Recent experiences in Iraq, Afghanistan and Pakistan show that
administration or regime change
can lead disgruntled fundamentalist groups to take their revenge
on their own compatriots, mostly
through terrorism.
A number of pundits have
taken to calling the massive demonstrations that have occurred
since the disputed re-election of
President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad
in June the “Twitter Revolution.”
Ultimately, however, Twitter, Face-

U

ltimately, however, Twitter, Facebook and YouTube are
great tools for getting news out of the country, but they
are useless for getting news and information into Iran.
book and YouTube are great tools
for getting news out of the country, but they are useless for getting
news and information into Iran.
According to some domestic
sources, only 10 percent of Iranians have access to the Internet;
even the most optimistic guess
puts the figure at 35 percent. Certainly, only 2 percent of the population has access to high-speed
Internet. Meanwhile, 40 percent of
Iranians have access to satellite TV.
There are ways to break through
the government’s monopoly on information, however, and they are
decidedly low-tech.
As a teenager, I took part in the
demonstrations that overthrew the
Shah. Back in 1978, we would huddle around the radio and listen to
the BBC Persian Service and even
Radio Moscow for news. The news
was reliable, constant and universally available: even a villager
in the most remote parts of Iran

could tune in and find out about
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini’s
latest sermon from exile in Neauphle-le-Chateau, France.
What was later termed the “cassette caravan” — the flow of tapes
from Khomeini’s headquarters
— kept the revolutionary leadership in touch with the masses. The
Shah’s regime was completely incapable of stopping this low-tech
stream of news and information.
Today, news and information
are immensely more complex and
more visual, but they are also more
easily interrupted or shut down.
The Islamic Republic easily jams
all foreign news channels and filters as many news websites as it
deems fit.
I was in Tehran during the June
protests after the disputed presidential election. My friends and
family were scrambling to get some
news from foreign sources, but
nothing relevant could be picked

up on satellite TV. All channels
were jammed by the authorities.
Technology has captured people’s attention as a promising tool
to make change in Iran. The U.S.
Senate has authorized up to $50
million to help Iranians evade Internet censorship. However, what
is now essential is to provide a universally accessible medium to Iranians that would not be susceptible
to complete disruption or censorship by the regime.
The opposition groups need
to move beyond preaching to the
converted and target those who
have seen nothing but the propaganda of the Islamic regime. If the
regime is willing to shut down the
Internet, cell phones, text messaging and satellite TV at any moment, as it has frequently done
since the elections, high-tech will
fail again.

Babak Shahrvandi is an Iranian
writer based in San Francisco who
writes for The Institute for War
and Peace Reporting, a nonprofit
organization that trains journalists
in areas of conflict.
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American missionaries leave Haiti for U.S.

FRANK BAJAK
The Associated Press
P ORT- AU - PR I NCE, Haiti
— Eight American missionaries
were freed from a Haitian jail and
left for Miami Wednesday, nearly
three weeks after being charged
with kidnapping for trying to take
33 children out of the quake-strick-

en country.
Reporters watched as the U.S.
Air Force C-130 cargo plane carrying the group took off from the tarmac. Officials from the U.S. Embassy and State Department, speaking
on condition of anonymity because
they were not authorized to talk
to the media, confirmed that the
Americans were on the plane.

The group’s rapid departure
from Haiti began earlier Wednesday
when Judge Bernard Saint-Vil said
eight of the 10 jailed missionaries
were free to leave without bail after
parents of the children testified they
voluntarily handed their children
over to the missionaries.
“The parents of the kids made
statements proving that they can

be released,” he said, adding that he
still wanted to question the group’s
leader and her nanny.
Hours later, just after dusk, the
bedraggled and sweaty-looking
group walked out of the Haitian jail
escorted by U.S. diplomats. They
waited until they were safely inside a
white van before flashing smiles and
giving a thumbs up to reporters.

The missionaries, most from two
Baptist churches in Idaho, are accused
of trying to take 33 Haitian children
to the Dominican Republic on Jan.
29 without proper documents. Their
detentions came just as aid officials
were urging a halt to short-cut adoptions in the wake of the devastating
Jan. 12 earthquake that killed more
than 200,000 people.

Ill. Senate meets in private to hear budget woes
JOHN O’CONNOR
The Associated Press
SPR I NG F I E L D, Ill. — The
Illinois Senate met behind closed
doors Wednesday to discuss the
state’s budget woes, prompting
complaints that the meeting was an
illegal violation of the public’s right
to keep an eye on public officials.
Both the Democratic majority
and the Republican minority met
with experts from the National
Conference of State Legislatures
for a briefing on how the reces-

sion is affecting state budgets. Reporters and other observers were
barred from the meeting.
Senate President John Cullerton, D-Chicago, and Minority Leader Christine Radogno,
R-Lemont, agreed to close the
meeting so that lawmakers could
ask questions without feeling
undue scrutiny, said Cullerton
spokeswoman Rikeesha Phelon.
It allowed the Senate to “begin a
bipartisan dialogue about the state’s
fiscal condition,” Phelon said.
“That’s not how open democra-

cy works,” countered David Morrison of the Illinois Campaign for
Political Reform. “It does not seem
like the right way to start the (budget) process if your goal is to give
the public the voice in state policy.”
NCSL covered the costs of the
visitors, one traveling from Washington and one from Denver, Phelon said.
The Illinois Constitution requires public access to “sessions” of
both houses of the General Assembly and meetings of its committees.
Although the briefing was for all

members of the Senate, Phelon said
the Senate was not in session or
meeting as a committee.
Public-access lawyer Don Craven of Springfield said legislative
rules allow for private political
caucus meetings, but when both
groups come together, that’s a Senate session.
“The problem here is, where
does this practice end?” Craven
said. “They can meet in this way on
any other issue.”
Attorney General Lisa Madigan’s office offered no opinion. A

Madigan spokeswoman agreed
with Craven that the state constitution does not discuss caucus
meetings and said study of the
constitutional convention’s debates
was necessary to determine what
delegates meant.
Sen. Pamela Althoff, R-McHenry, an NCSL executive committee member, said there was also
a practical reason: One meeting
was “more accommodating to
our guests,” eliminating the need
for separate presentations to each
party’s caucus.

Pro-tax groups protest budget cuts at Illinois Capitol
CHRISTOPHER WILLS
The Associated Press
SPR I NG F I E L D, Ill. — Immigrants and homeless mothers
joined with prison guards and
former prison inmates Wednesday to demand the state raise
taxes instead of depending solely
on drastic budget cuts to solve Illinois’ historic budget problems.
About 2,000 people rallied at
the state Capitol to demand action on a budget that’s roughly
$13 billion in the red. “Do the
right thing — raise revenues,”
said the hundreds of green signs
they waved.
They called for lawmakers
to pass legislation raising income taxes, applying sales taxes
to some services and increasing

tax exemptions for the poor and
middle class.
Even is lawmakers take such
actions, spending would have to
be cut significantly. Without it,
they said, the cuts would decimate services.
“None of us want to see prisons
closed, schools closed. Nobody
wants to drive on bad roads,”
said Tony Ferranto, a guard at the
state’s Menard prison and president of a local of the American
Federation of State, County and
Municipal Employees.
The rally was organized by
the Responsible Budget Coalition, which includes groups such
as Voices for Illinois Children,
AARP and the Illinois Federation
of Teachers.
Democratic Gov. Pat Quinn

says he has reduced government
spending by $2 billion since taking office a year ago. Still, the
hole in the next budget could
reach $13 billion, or nearly half of
the spending controlled by state
officials.
Quinn says that gap is simply
too large to close through cuts.
He supports raising income taxes
and has said he will try to pass an
increase this spring.
Raising taxes is never easy. It
would be even more difficult to
do it this year, when the governor
and most legislators are up for
election.
The Republicans competing
for Quinn’s job say they would
balance the budget without raising taxes. They haven’t been specific about where the would cut,

beyond promising an overhaul of
health care programs and government pensions.
Tyiquite Norwood, 20, and her
1-year-old daughter, Tamia, were
brought to the rally by organizers. Norwood said she’s homeless
but managed to find space in a
Chicago shelter that specializes
in helping young parents get on
their feet.
She said everyone would suffer if shelters such as hers were
eliminated. Taxpayers may not
like paying more, she said, but
they would be putting money into
helping people get an education,
find jobs and become taxpayers
themselves.
“It’s not just helping us. It’s
helping them, too,” Norwood
said.
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¹ It doesn’t make a damn whether

you’re a Democrat or a Republican
if you’ve forgotten you’re an
American.

º

ALAN SIMPSON,
former Republican Senator of Wyoming, lamenting Washington’s lack
of political will to confront the soaring national debt

¹America is the real war-mongering
state. They have turned the Persian
Gulf into an arms depot.

º

AYATULLAH ALI KHAMENEI,
Supreme Leader of Iran, responding to U.S. Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton’s allegation that Iran’s Revolutionary Guards were leading the
country into a military dictatorship
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Taliban Town skeptical of NATO promises
ALFRED DE MONTESQUIOU
RAHIM FAIEZ
The Associated Press
M AR JA H , A f g h a nistan —
The Taliban’s white flag no longer flies over villages across this
militant stronghold. Afghan and
NATO troops have replaced it
with Afghanistan’s official greenand-red banner, which they
promise heralds new schools and
clinics and good governance.
But residents have heard that
before, and for many, Taliban rule
hasn’t been all that bad. Plenty
of Afghans have made a living
off the opium trade, which also
funds the insurgency. While some
residents greet NATO forces with
tea, others just want the troops
to clear their streets of explosives
and leave.
No one here needs liberating,
they say.
“The Taliban didn’t create any
problems for people. Every Thursday there was a court session, and
if someone had a problem, he
would go in front of the Taliban
mullah who was the judge,” said
Samad Khan, a 55-year-old poppy
farmer in the village of Saipo on
the outskirts of Marjah. The Islamist militant group levied a 10
percent yearly tax on his poppy
crop, and let him be.
Now, Khan says, he’s worried
that the assault, which began
Saturday, is putting his family in
danger.
“I’m afraid for my children, for
my village, because the fighting is
increasing,” he said. He’s looking
for a way to flee to the nearby

¶¶Y

provincial capital of Lashkar Gah
but said he’s scared to pick his
way through the explosive-laced
fields to get there. The Taliban
planted countless bombs in the
area in preparation for the U.S.led attack.
NATO officials say they
are confident that once the
15,000-strong military force secures the area, they can win the
population over by providing
both dependable security and
government services. Plans have
already been drawn up to build
schools, repair roads and install
well regarded government officials.
But that means NATO and
the Afghan government have to
make good on pledges to stay and
make sure the government works.
Promises have gone unfulfilled
before.
In March 2009, about 700 British troops invaded Marjah in an
operation that they hailed then as
a dramatic success. They declared
the town back in government
hands after a three-day assault.
Afghan
district
officials
quickly started building bridges,
repairing clinics and roads and
clearing ditches, NATO said at
the time. But without enough
troops to truly hold the area,
Taliban fighters slipped back in.
Two months later, NATO officials
were again describing Marjah as a
Taliban command node.
After NATO and Afghan
troops took control of Qari Sahib
village outside Marjah on Sunday,
they tried to hold a meeting with
local elders about the govern-

ou can’t bring development to a village by force.
— Mohammad Anwar
poppy and cotton farmer in Saipo village

ment services they’d be bringing.
But most of the elders ignored the
speeches, laughing and talking to
one another throughout, according to an Associated Press reporter at the meeting.
The villagers seemed indifferent to the changing of the guard,
though it had been dubbed a liberation. A white Taliban flag was
still waving in Qari Sahib village
a day after it was reclaimed by the
government. Afghan military officials finally changed it to an Afghan flag on Monday.
Inside the town of Marjah, the
poppy business boomed under
the Taliban. Nearly every house
in the north of the city has a plot
of poppy growing in the yard.
Sharecropper
Mohammad
Khan said the Taliban didn’t use
draconian methods such as public executions and limb amputations to impose their reign in
Marjah as they did in Kabul and
other parts of the country when
they ruled most of Afghanistan in
the late 1990s.
“Honestly, they didn’t bother
us. They mostly just came and
went,” the rough-faced 55-yearold with a long beard said as Marines searched his neighborhood
of northern Marjah.
“They weren’t very organized,”
said Khan, who wore a white turban. Khan said most town matters were handled by a council
of local elders, who worked to
smooth relations between villagers and insurgents.
He said the Taliban’s rule over
the town was “mostly peaceful.”
A father of six, Khan’s house
is on a compound surrounded by
poppy fields. The Taliban encouraged everyone to grow the crop,
he said.
“But I don’t mind switching to

wheat or rice if the government
gives us seed,” Khan said, adding
that because he was a sharecropper, he did not see the substantial
profits of opium sales. He worked
the land for his neighborhood
chief.
But there are certainly those
who are eager to see the Taliban
go.
Associated Press reporters
talked to residents who were furious that the Taliban had taken
over warehouses in the market
to store bomb-making materials, that the militants had turned
their town into a gigantic booby
trap, that they blocked off roads
and that they had tried to get
people to stop listening to the radio or watching television.
Many local people were clearly just trying to live their lives
the best way they could — making do with either with the Taliban or the forces trying to replace them.
Mohammad Salam, a former
provincial council member in
Helmand and a Marjah resident,
said villagers told him that they
are under threat from both sides.
“The poor people from Marjah are caught between two big
pressures: the Taliban and the
Afghan government and international forces. This is not good for
people,” Salam said.
The sticking point is whether
the government-to-be will offer a
real alternative.
Provincial officials acknowledge that government corruption
is a major reason the Taliban have
been able to gain people’s support.
“Unfortunately, on the government side, there’s too much corruption. In any case you bring to
court, they want bribes from the

bottom to the top level,” said Mohammad Anwar, a member of the
Helmand provincial council.
As for the Taliban, “they implement the law without corruption,” he said.
When the central government
first re-established control after
the 2001 ouster of the Taliban, locals say it didn’t do much.
“They just brought fighting to
Afghanistan and brought all these
militias, and appointed corrupt
people as district chiefs,” said
Mohammad Anwar, a poppy and
cotton farmer in Saipo village.
He scoffed at the idea that the
international troops would bring
improvements in this latest offensive.
“You can’t bring development
to a village by force,” the 60-yearold man said.
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Officials say
eating, exercise
most important

DEREK ROBBINS
Daily Egyptian

While Michelle Obama recently introduced a childhood obesity
task force, some schools in Carbondale have already taken the
initiative.
Obama’s campaign, called
“Let’s Move,” includes tactics such
as setting aside $1 billion in federal money to give schools better food and having the federal
government work with local officials and leaders to create more
opportunities for children to be
physically active. A 2007 Children’s Memorial Research Center
survey found that 43.5 percent of
children in Illinois have moderate
physical activity at least five days
a week.
Childhood obesity can lead
to diabetes, high blood pressure,
heart disease, sleep problems,
cancer and can also have emotional or psychological effects on
a child, according to the Jackson
County Health Department.
Nintendo Wii systems, Dance
Dance Revolution and devices to
measure body mass index are ways
Unity Point Elementary School in
Carbondale has taken steps to ensure a healthy student body, said
April Haar, principal of the kindergarten through eighth grade school.
Thanks to a partnership with
Southern Illinois Health Care and
the Jackson County Health Department, the school is able to receive
free equipment that ecourages the
students to be healthier, she said.
“We have a comprehensive
curriculum for health,” Haar
said. “We implemented that in

Moriyah Garrison,
8, jumps rope
down the length
of the gym
Tuesday at Thomas
Elementary School
in Carbondale.
First lady Michelle
Obama recently
launched a
campaign against
childhood obesity,
which includes
encouraging
children to exercise
at least one hour a
day, according to
The Washington
Post.
GENNA ORD
DAILY EGYPTIAN

our kitchen, cafeteria, PE classes,
health classes, relative general ed.
curriculum.”
A program called Coordinated
Approach to Child Health has
also started to spread in Jackson
County, with Unity Point as one of
its participants, said Angie Bailey,
director of Health Education at
the JCHD.
The program, designed to educate children on healthy eating and
boost their self-esteem, was started
when founder and SIUC dietitian
Sharon Peterson noticed a rising
rate in children in what used to be
called “adult-onset diabetes,” according to SIUC’s Web site. The
program was first tested in 2006 at
Harrisburg Middle Sschool, where
positive results were found.
Harrisburg children experienced a decrease in percentage of

body fat, increased muscle mass
and the kids ingested more fruits
and vegetables.
“It’s a program that starts in the
classroom and ends at home,” Bailey said. “The idea is to get everyone involved, kids and parents.”
The program touts three steps:
classroom curriculum, a healthy
menu and physical education, all
of which could be replicated at
home, she said.
Haar said the Unity Point curriculum also includes showing
children recipes for healthy foods,
providing healthy activities that
they can participate in at home
and how to not only eat a filling
amount, but to eat light.
If a student’s BMI is too high,
Haar said the parents are notified.
“We don’t make the student do
extra work, we just make sure the

parents are aware,” Haar said. “It
is a learning experience.”
The school also receives a
grant from the federal government to pay for fruit and vegetables, Haar said. As a result, the
school provides each student with
fresh fruits and vegetables before
PE classes.
“It’s a way to get students to try
some things they may not have
tried before,” Haar said.
Carbondale Middle School
uses money from a new grant
called “R.U.A. Healthy Kid?”
to incorporate healthy habits
through games such as Dance
Dance Revolution, said Chuck
Goforth, principal of Carbondale
Middle School.
Goforth said he feels the program is a big step for the school.
“We are very concerned with the

health of our students,” Goforth said.
Jennifer Nance, family case
manager at the JCHD said the responsibility for childhood obesity
does not just lie with schools but
is also something parents must address.
“The most important thing is
setting a good example,” Nance
said. “If you eat healthy, your
child is more likely to eat healthy.
If you do physical activities, your
child is more likely to do those
too. It is important to be a good
role model.”
For more information on
childhood obesity, contact the
Jackson County Health Department at 618-684-3143.

Derek Robbins can be reached at
drobbins@siu.edu or
536-3311 ext. 273.

Bev McClure,
an employee
at Thomas
Elementary School
in Carbondale,
slices cantaloupe
Tuesday for the
next day’s healthy
snack. McClure
said the school
started a healthy
snacks program in
the last year, which
provides more
students with a
healthy snack
Monday through
Thursday. “I fix
enough for 312
(students),” she
said. “They seem to
like it.”
GENNA ORD
DAILY EGYPTIAN
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Recommendation sent for interim dean of Agricultural Sciences
RYAN VOYLES
Daily Egyptian
A recommendation for interim
dean of the College of Agricultural Sciences has been made by the
college’s dean search committee
and is waiting approval from the
provost and the Affirmative Action Board.
John Groninger, a forestry
professor and head of the dean
search committee, said the group
met Tuesday to discuss the three
candidates before sending its recommendation to interim Provost
Don Rice.
“We each had an idea of what
we wanted for the position,” Gron-

inger said. “We think we found
that candidate that matched those
ideas.”
The three candidates for the
position are associate dean of the
college Todd Winters – who has
been the acting dean since December — professor David Shoup
and professor Karen Midden; the
latter two are in the department
of plant, soil science and agricultural systems.
The dean position has been vacant since the retirement of Gary
Minish in December 2009. Minish had served as dean of the college since 2004.
Rice said he received the recommendation late Tuesday af-

ternoon and is willing to push it
forward. He said the Affirmative
Action Board must approve the
selection before he can discuss
details with the candidate and
publicly announce the appointee.
“We’ll talk about what all
needs to be done in the position
and the pay,” he said.
Neither Groninger nor Rice
would say who was recommended.
None of the candidates said
they had been contacted by the
provost’s office as of Wednesday
afternoon.
Rice said the search committee chose the candidates several
weeks ago, and each interviewed
with the Deans’ Council, which

‘‘W

e each had an idea of what we wanted for the
position. We think we found that candidate that
matched those ideas.

includes Rice and all the other
deans.
Winters said the three candidates gave presentations last
week, outlining their plans if
chosen. He said the presentations
were given in front of agricultural
professors from across the Midwest.
Rice said the plan is for the interim dean to serve for the rest of

— John Groninger
forestry professor
the year, when a search for a permanent dean will begin.
“The plan is to begin a national
search next year for a permanent
dean to the college,” he said. “Until then, we’ll focus on the three
candidates we have here.”

Ryan Voyles can be reached at
rvoyles@siu.edu or
536-3311 ext. 259.
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The Vonn-couver Olympics: Lindsey wins downhill
RACHEL COHEN
The Associated Press
VANC OUVER , British Columbia —
Lindsey Vonn crossed the finish line, saw
her time, then yelled and fell backward
onto the snow.
Joy? Relief? Pain?
All the emotions that come with being a
gold-medal winner.
Despite a bruised right shin that made
it painful to even wear a ski boot, Vonn
dominated a crash-marred downhill to win
the first of her five events at the Vancouver
Olympics. (Or, as the hats seen in the crowd
read: the Vonn-couver Olympics.)
“I gave up everything for this,” she said.
“It means everything to me. ... I dreamed
about what this would feel like, but it is
much better in real life.”
Teammate and childhood rival Julia
Mancuso was a surprising second, giving
Americans the top two medals in an Alpine
race for the first time in 26 years, and vaulting the United States back atop the medals
chart.
U.S. athletes have combined to win 10
medals, one more than Germany. With
three golds, the Americans are back in a tie
for the most.
Vonn’s victory put the United States off
to a great start in what could be a big day
for the delegation.
Shaun White and Shani Davis defend
their Olympic tiles, White in halfpipe and
Davis in 1,000-meter speedskating. Shorttrack speedskater Apolo Anton Ohno also
will be in action for the first time since
matching Bonnie Blair for the most medals
won by a U.S. Winter Olympian, although he
will only be competing in preliminary heats.
Women’s Downhill
Since getting hurt in practice two weeks
ago, Vonn spent more time with Austrian
curd cheese smeared on her shin than being on the slopes. Several weather delays
bought her time and kept her competition from getting too comfortable on this
course.
She kicked out of the gate strong, building a quick lead and building on it. Just
when it seemed she might lose control, she

regained her form and kept charging toward the finish. A small bump just before
the finish cost her a few ticks, but she still
wound up winning by 0.56 seconds.
“I fought the whole way down,” she said.
“It wasn’t a perfect run. I attacked, and I
made it down.”
Maria Riesch of Germany, Vonn’s best
friend and usual rival of late, finished
eighth.
The course was tough, as evidenced
by all the crashes. Swedish standout Anja
Paerson went down hard, and another competitor had to be airlifted out. Yet another
crashed across the finish line and disappeared under a logo of a skier; in trying to
get up, she stuck out one ski, making for a
bizarre image.
The only times Americans took gold
and silver in an Alpine race both happened
at the 1984 Sarajevo Games, with brothers
Phil and Steve Mahre going 1-2 in the slalom and Debbie Armstrong and Christin
Cooper doing so in giant slalom.
Vonn will be favored in two more races.
It remains to be seen how much this event
took out of her — or if it’s the start of a
Phelps-like domination.
“I have what I want, and I’ll just keep
fighting every day,” she said. “It’s definitely
a huge relief that I finally did it.”
Luger Buried
The body of the Georgian luger killed
during a practice run was flown Wednesday to his hometown, where his griefstricken mother threw herself on his coffin
and cried: “Why have I survived you?”
Nodar Kumaritashvili’s body arrived in
a flag-draped coffin at the Georgian capital’s airport before dawn, met by relatives
and onlookers. The 21-year-old is to be
buried Saturday at a churchyard in Bakuriani, a village of about 1,500 that is located
in one of Georgia’s most popular winter
sports regions.
The luger’s mother, Dodo Kharazishvili,
became so upset an ambulance team was
called to help her.
The casket was taken to the family
home, located on a street that local authorities have renamed in the athlete’s honor.
Hundreds of mourners gathered there, and

PETER J. THOMPSON | MCCLATCHY TRIBUNE

American skier Lindsey Vonn celebrates her gold medal in the women’s downhill
Wednesday during the 2010 Winter Olympics in Whistler, British Columbia.
many struggled to contain tears.
Among the mourners was Levan Gureshidze, a fellow Olympic luger who grew
up and trained with Kumaritashvili but

withdrew from the games after his friend’s
death. He said he could not bear to compete
after the accident that took his teammate’s
life.
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Across
1 One might read “Mom,”
for short
4 Core training muscles
7 Old jet set jet, briefly
10 “Cheers” bartender
13 Green opening
14 Pained expression
16 Trac II successor
17 H-1 in HI, e.g.: Abbr.
18 Dye, usually
19 Docile
20 Do a cobbler’s work
22 *In the netherworld
24 Think the world of
25 Pocket protector contents
26 Clinton was one
27 Ginormous
29 Lets out, maybe
30 Some defensive linemen
31 Storm part
32 Eggs, to Agrippa
33 Lions, on a scoreboard
34 *Use bank “protection”
36 Hist. majors’ degrees

39 Allotment word
40 Coll. dorm overseers
41 1944 invasion city
45 Like some bands
47 Super trendy
49 Hackneyed
50 Lairs
52 Sharp-crested ridge
53 *Place where a driver
may be required to stop
55 Cheshire Cat, notably
56 Bat head?
57 Wrap up
59 Savings plan for later yrs.
60 Larger-life link
61 Do over
62 Indian bread
63 Part of CBS: Abbr.
64 Hi-__ graphics
65 Bean holder
66 Antiquity, once

Down
1 Cookout site
2 Responded to, as a
stoolie’s tip

Wednesday’s answers

3 *Climber’s support
4 Concurs
5 Songwriter Jacques
6 Incite to pounce (on)
7 Bun-making site
8 Tugs’ burdens
9 Shore flier
10 Delayed
11 Large wardrobe
12 Star of “I’m No Angel”
(1933)
15 Builder of tiny cities
16 Persistently bothered
21 Love personified
23 Corporate rule
25 One treating
28 Number of Sinbad’s
voyages
29 Nautical “Hold it!”
32 Advanced exams
34 Australian exports
35 More lit
36 Lynx family members
37 Lawlessness

38 Ladies of Spain
41 Indian garb
42 Bettor’s concern, which
can follow each half of the
answers to starred clues
43 Word-for-word
44 Either 2 in 2 + 2 = 4, in
math
46 Street boss?

Horoscopes

By Nancy Black and Stephanie Clements

Level: 1

2

3 4

Complete the grid so each row, column and 3-by-3 box (in bold boarders) contains
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Wednesday’s answers

Today’s birthday — You dig deep into your bag
of tricks this year and pull out some remarkably
practical things. You know how to use your tools
for more than they were designed for, so you can
solve a problem with whatever you have on hand
(or you know where to go for whatever you don’t
have). Smart!
Aries(March21-April19)—Todayisa6 — Both
genders work together to get romance on track.
This could be in the form of a play or some other
dramaticpresentation.Takeextracareofyourvoice.
Taurus (April 20-May 20) —Today is a 7 — Love
enters the picture and takes over your imagination.
Use your talents to motivate your partner. Dare to
dream sweeter dreams.
Gemini (May 21-June 21) — Today is a 6 —
Create the mood you want. Show that you’re
passionate about your idea and want to see it
through. A brief prayer or meditation couldn’t hurt.
Cancer (June 22-July 22) — Today is a 6 — A
female provides a ton of ideas that all seem to
elevate your mood. As you feel more capable, you
achieve personal growth overnight. It all sinks in
later.
Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) — Today is a 6 — Both
genders work well together today. All you have to
do is allow them to choose the game, modify the
rules and grab the appropriate prize.

48 Like most wheelchairaccessible entrances
50 “Inferno” author
51 Reindeer caretakers,
traditionally
54 River dam
55 Explorer Hernando
de __
58 Thighs, at times

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) — Today is a 6 —
Teamwork allows all parties to throw ideas into the
ring. Today’s project can use more than one set of
eyes. By day’s end you all agree on the conclusion.
Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) — Today is a 6 — Your
private thoughts don’t mesh with those of your
co-workers. As long as the issues aren’t critical,
this won’t matter. Differences of opinion sort
themselves out.
Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) — Today is a 6 —
Your sense of what really matters changes today.
Your independent attitude shifts toward a more
sympathetic appreciation for family and associates.
Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) — Today is a 6
— You feel like you’ve been there before. Creative
ideas flow easily and inspire you to greater heights.
Persuade yourself to let go of limitations.
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) — Today is a 6 —
The thing about love is that it grows faster when
you lavish it. No need to limit the extent of your
appreciations, but you need to speak them out
loud.
Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) — Today is a 7 —
Speak about independent thinking today with
co-workers. Encourage others to participate while
sharing your ideas for a dynamic new sales pitch or
marketing idea.
Pisces(Feb.19-March20)—Today isa6 —Take
your time today with ideas that need quiet. No one
expects you to express enthusiasm all the time. As
the sun enters your sign, you want to retreat and
regenerate.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

TOABB
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TEALE
ZARDAH
BLAVER

NEW BIBLE Jumble Books Go To: http://www.tyndale.com/jumble/

by Mike Argirion and Jeff Knurek

Now arrange the circled letters
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

Answer here:
(Answers tomorrow)
Wednesday’s answers

Jumbles: FACET
NOVEL
LOTION
Answer: A happy hour can end up with —
ONE TOO MANY

CYMBAL
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TENNIS

SIU hopes to progress against Tennessee Tech

¶¶H

RYAN SIMONIN
Daily Egyptian
The SIU men’s and women’s tennis teams will strive to continue
their progression when they host
Tennessee Tech Saturday.
Both the men and women
notched wins against SIU-Edwardsville over the weekend, and
head coaches Audra Nothwehr and
Dann Nelson said they are hoping
to see a repeat performance this
weekend.
When SIU played Tennessee
Tech last season, the Saluki women
won 6-1 while the men lost 4-3.
Nelson said it would be good to
keep the confidence going and to
get a win this weekend.
“Hopefully we can have a good
week of practice and keep that confidence up, because we’re going to
need it against Tennessee Tech,”
Nelson said. “They are a really good
team and we always have battles
with them.”
Senior Lucas Waked and freshman Brandon Florez have won two
of their four matches in men’s doubles play this season. The duo’s latest win came against SIUE’s Paulo
Gonzalez and Mike Chamberlain in

opefully we can
have a good week
of practice and keep that
confidence up, because
we’re going to need it
against Tennessee Tech.
— Dann Nelson
men’s tennis head coach

PAT SUTPHIN | DAILY EGYPTIAN

Mpilo Migogo, a senior from Johannesburg, South Africa, studying economics, practices Wednesday at
Sports Blast for the upcoming tennis match against Tennessee Tech Saturday.
an 8-0 victory.
‘The two complement each other very well and they and are our
two strongest players when Lucas is
healthy,” Nelson said.
Meanwhile, the Saluki women

are hoping for the return of senior
Michela Cruise, who has been hampered with a shoulder injury. This
match would be her first of the season.
“I am really hoping I can play

this weekend,” Cruise said. “It is really hard for me to sit around and
not be able to compete with the
team.”
Nothwehr said the team is working on the things that it didn’t do

well at the first meet of the season.
“We are working on different
plays for doubles play and we are
also working on being more aggressive on the return,” Nothwehr
said. “Overall, we are trying to get
the doubles team more comfortable
with moving toward the net and
not staying by the baseline, and in
singles play we are working on our
serves and returns because those
are the two most important points.”
The women kick off the match at
10 a.m. Saturday at Sports Blast in
Carbondale, with the men’s match
immediately following.

Ryan Simonin can be reached at
rsimmy@siu.edu or
536-3311 ext. 282.

McGwire returns to baseball, offers fresh apology
R.B. FALLSTROM
The Associated Press
J U P I T E R , Fla. — Mark McGwire’s first day on the job began
with a wrong turn into the media
room instead of the spring training
clubhouse. It ended with another
apology for steroid use.
The St. Louis Cardinals’ new batting coach spent time in the batting
cage with hitters, sat in on a lengthy
staff meeting and then answered
questions from reporters for more
than 15 minutes. He left more than
six hours later Wednesday, but not
before signing several autographs.
The
46-year-old
McGwire
seemed at ease in his first extended
media availability since admitting a
month ago that he used steroids and
human growth hormone during his
remarkable home run power surge
in the 1990s. Echoing remarks he
made in January, several times he

CHRIS LEE | MCCLATCHY TRIBUNE

St. Louis Cardinals hitting instructor Mark McGwire peeks out of
the clubhouse at the batting cages as pitchers and catchers are
scheduled to report Wednesday to the Cardinals’ spring training
facility at Roger Dean Stadium in Jupiter, Fla.
asked for forgiveness as he seeks to
rehabilitate a tarnished image.
“It’s something I regret,” McGwire said. “I can’t say I’m sorry

enough to everybody in baseball
and across America, and whoever
watches this great game.
“I think people understand how

truly sorry I was for what I did.”
McGwire refused to back off his
assertion, much criticized, that steroids allowed him to recover from
injuries and stay on the field, but
didn’t help him break Roger Maris’
single season home run record in
1998. McGwire said it was the evolution of his swing and not a body
enhanced by drugs that enabled
him to hit 70 homers that year,
smashing Maris’ 37-year-old record
of 61, and 65 more in 1999.
“Like I’ve said, people are going
to have their opinions,” McGwire
said. “Listen, it got me the opportunity to get out there and get more
at-bats, and I got the chance to play.”
Still, he said, he felt he owed it
to the Maris family to call them before his steroids admission became
public, saying it was the “right thing
to do.” He said Pat Maris, Roger
Maris’ widow was “upset and disappointed.”

McGwire said his team was
a source of instant understanding after his confession. Especially
manager Tony La Russa, a staunch
supporter over the years who persuaded Cardinals’ management to
back McGwire’s controversial hire
last November as Hal McRae’s replacement.
“He’s the best, he’s like a second
father to me,” McGwire said. “He’s
seen me grow as a person, he’s seen
me grow as a hitter.”
Answering critics who accused
him of stopping short of full disclosure last month, McGwire countered that he “spoke from my heart.”
He expressed no regrets from his
many interviews and said more
than once that he hopes the issue
will die down soon.
“It took a lot to do what I did,”
McGwire said. “I spoke the truth.
Let’s move on and turn this into a
really positive thing.”
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Saluki Insider
In a three-team deal, the Washington Wizards sent Antawn Jamison to the Cleveland Cavaliers, Al Thornton to the Wizards and
Drew Gooden to the Los Angeles Clippers. What does this change with the trade deadline today at 3 p.m.?

Jamison is a stud in the post … but he’s no Amare Stoudemire. This could
shape the Eastern Conference for the immediate future, but in favor of the
Miami Heat. Look for D-Wade to get some reinforcements, and we all know
what happened the last time he had a big man.

RAY MCGILIS

ray1021jr@siu.edu

This trade could mean LeBron James leaves Cleveland after this season,
because he really did want Amare Stoudemire. The one thing it most certainly
means is Cleveland just got much tougher to beat, which is saying something.
The only thing left to see is if T-Mac becomes a Knick or Bull.

JEFF ENGELHARDT

jengel@siu.edu

It means Amare Stoudemire is not going to be a Cleveland Cavalier, which
couldn’t make me happier. I want Prince James, the second best player in the
league behind Kobe Bryant, to leave the Cavs after this season and Amare not
going to Cleveland will help that happen.

STILE T. SMITH

Daily Egyptian
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With a 16-3 all-time record when
playing SIU, Wiedie had more success against the Salukis than any
other school while coaching the
Sycamores.
After combining for just 12
points in the past three games, senior guard Christine Presswood
ended her slump with 22 points Saturday against Drake.
Presswood, whose 15.6 points
per game was good for third place in
the MVC, said the Drake game is a
confidence booster heading into the
final stretch of her career at SIU.
“I got to that third game when
I was struggling and I was starting
to think, ‘What am I doing wrong,
what have I lost?’” she said. “But
then I played in the Drake game and
now I know I still got it – hopefully
that will get me rolling heading into
the end of the season.”
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Presswood said the Salukis
played poorly in their first game
against the Sycamores, and the
team is looking to prove it is better
than its previous performance may
suggest.
With only five contests remaining, Tiber said her coaching staff has
been trying to emphasize how little
time is left in the season — especially
for the seniors.
“This is it for them,” she said.
“This is their last run and I’ve been
trying to get the younger players to
dig a little bit deeper and give just a
little bit more for these upperclassmen. They’re just a few short weeks
away from ever playing competitively again — we’re trying to make
it something special for them and
there would be nothing better than
to win the last couple home games.”

Ray McGillis can be reached at
ray1021jr@siu.edu or
536-3311 ext. 269.

sts34@siu.edu

Tiger to end nearly three months of silence
DOUG FERGUSON
The Associated Press
M AR A NA , Ariz. — Tiger Woods will end nearly three
months of silence Friday when he
speaks publicly for the first time
since his middle-of-the-night car
accident sparked stunning revelations of infidelity.
However, his agent said Woods
will not take any questions from a
small group of media.
“This is not a press conference,”
Mark Steinberg said Wednesday.
It will be Woods’ first public appearance since Nov. 27, when he
crashed his SUV into a tree outside his Florida home. Woods’ only
comments since then have been
made through his Web site.
“It will be good to see Tiger’s
face again, and see that he’s actually
out there somewhere,” Stewart Cink
said. “I think this is the beginning
of the comeback process for him.”
Woods is to speak at 11 a.m. Friday from the clubhouse at the TPC
Sawgrass in Ponte Vedra Beach,
Fla., home of the PGA Tour.

“This is all about the next step,”
Steinberg said. “He’s looking forward to it.”
Still, there was strict control over
the appearance, typical of Woods’
career.
Steinberg described the gathering as a “small group of friends,
colleagues and close associates,”
who will listen to Woods apologize
as he talks about the past and what
he plans to do next. He said three
wire services have been invited —
The Associated Press, Reuters and
Bloomberg — and he asked the
Golf Writers Association of America to recommend pool reporters.
Only one camera will be in the
room to provide live coverage via
satellite. Steinberg said other writers with proper credentials could
watch from a hotel ballroom more
than a mile away.
“The first time out, he’s better
controlling it,” Padraig Harrington
said. “Over time, there will be questions. At the moment, the best thing
is a more controlled environment
and gradually ease his way back
into it.”

¶¶I

t just went on for so long. I’m sick of hearing about it.
And I’m just looking forward to when he’s getting back
on the golf course.

Steinberg said in an e-mail announcing the public appearance,
“While Tiger feels that what happened is fundamentally a matter
between he and his wife, he also
recognizes that he has hurt and let
down a lot of other people who
were close to him. He also let down
his fans. He wants to begin the process of making amends and that’s
what he’s going to discuss.”
The timing is peculiar. It will be
held during the third round of the
Accenture Match Play Championship in Arizona, sure to steal attention away from the first big event
of the year. Accenture was the first
sponsor to drop Woods when he became embroiled in the sex scandal.
“He’s got to come out at some
point,” Rory McIlroy said. “I sup-

— Rory McIlroy
professional golfer
pose he might want to get something back against the sponsor that
dropped him. No, I don’t know. It
just went on for so long. I’m sick of
hearing about it. And I’m just looking forward to when he’s getting
back on the golf course.”
PGA Tour commissioner Tim
Finchem said he did not think
Woods’ appearance was going to
undermine a World Golf Championship event.
“We have tournaments every
week,” Finchem said. “I think it’s
going to be a story in and of itself. A
lot of people are going to be watching golf this week to see what the
world of golf says about it, my guess
is. So that will be a good thing.”
As far as the PGA Tour’s part
in the Woods event, Finchem said:

“We were asked to make the facility
available and to help with the logistics. That’s what we’re doing.”
Steinberg said only that Woods’
appearance during the championship was “a matter of timing.” Asked
if it could have waited until Monday, he said, “No.”
No other news conference this
week drew a larger crowd of reporters than the 20 who surrounded Finchem, a testament to how
Woods has dominated the conservation at the Match Play.
“We’re all better off when he’s
playing,” Adam Scott said. “I’m curious as to when he’ll return to golf.”
As for the timing?
“It’s his choice,” Scott said. “I
guess the tour is hosting it there.”
Woods made a spectacular fall
from his perch atop golf. He was
believed to have been the first athlete to gross $1 billion in earnings
and endorsements and, at 14 majors, was closing in on golf ’s record
of 18 majors held by Jack Nicklaus.
It all collapsed in the early
morning hours the day after
Thanksgiving.
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MEN’S BASKETBALL

Free throws
continue to
plague Dawgs
Team tied for lowest FT percentage
in Missouri Valley Conference
STILE T. SMITH
Daily Egyptian

DAN DWYER | DAILY EGYPTIAN

Freshman center Gene Teague is fouled during SIU’s 80-64 victory over Evansville Saturday at the SIU Arena.
The Salukis are tied for last in free throw percentage in the Missouri Valley Conference at 69.5 percent. Their
next game is Saturday against Western Michigan in an ESPN BracketBuster game at the SIU Arena.

With Tuesday’s 79-72 loss to
Drake, the SIU men’s basketball team
is now 6-10 in the Missouri Valley
Conference, and a large part of that
record is due to its performance from
the free-throw line.
The Salukis are tied with Creighton for the lowest free throw percentage in the MVC at 69.5 percent.
A big part of SIU’s struggles from
the line have been the emergence and
dependence on freshman center Gene
Teague. Teague had 18 points and 11
rebounds against Drake, but went
4-10 from the free-throw line.
Teague said his struggles have
been due to a lack of confidence at the
charity stripe.
“I need to get my confidence up
when I go to the free-throw line,”
Teague said. “It’s just really frustrating.”
Teams have often used a “Hack-aShaq” mentality on Teague down the
stretch, fouling the 48.3 percent free
throw shooter to make him earn his
points at the line.
Despite Teague’s struggles at the
free-throw line, head coach Chris
Lowery has continued to push the
team to give the ball to Teague in the
post to give the Salukis a better chance
to win.
Lowery said Teague needed to
take more than eight shots in the
Drake loss.
“Gene was thriving down there;

¶¶I

need to get my
confidence up when I
go to the free-throw line.
It’s just really frustrating.
— Gene Teague
freshman center

the defense had no answer for him,”
Lowery said. “The whole middle was
wide open.”
Teague did knock down two free
throws with 4:53 left in the game to
give the Salukis a 60-59 lead, but it
would be the last time Teague would
attempt a shot or free throw in the
contest.
The Salukis’ 69.5 free throw percentage comes from making 365 of
525 free throws this season. Indiana
State, who leads the MVC in free
throw percentage, has shot 77.1 percent from the line, making 417 of 541
free throws.
In addition, SIU has shot 61.6 percent from the free-throw line in its
10 conference losses, going 117-190
from the line. The Salukis lost seven of
those 10 games by five points or less.
The Salukis will look to improve
their free throw shooting when they
host Western Michigan at 2:05 p.m.
Saturday at the SIU Arena.

Stile T. Smith can be reached at
sts34@siu.edu or
536-3311 ext. 256.

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

Southern’s season, careers coming to a close
Salukis to play Indiana State at home

RAY MCGILLIS
Daily Egyptian
The SIU women’s basketball
team will look for a little revenge
— and fans — as it hosts Indiana
State at 7:05 p.m. tonight at the
SIU Arena in a battle of teams
with a combined six Missouri Valley Conference wins.
The Sycamores (12-11, 3-9
MVC) won the first matchup 63-

51 in Terre Haute, Ind., Jan. 23
as the Salukis (4-19, 3-10 MVC)
turned the ball over 22 times.
Head coach Missy Tiber said it
was hard to watch the film from
the team’s first game against Indiana State.
“Our team didn’t even look
recognizable in that game,” Tiber
said. “We do have a little bit of a
mindset that this is one we can
win, but at the same time, we are

going to have to play well. If we
don’t work hard for 40 minutes,
we won’t win games — we are not
overly talented so we have to work
hard to make up for that.”
The team lost much more than
just the game that night.
Senior forward Katie Wagner
has missed all but five minutes
of the Salukis’ last six games after
sustaining a stress fracture in her
left foot in the Sycamore game.

She tried returning to the
hardwood Saturday at Drake, but
re-aggravated her foot with 5:45
left in the first half. She said the
foot has been progressing through
the week and she will try to play
tonight.
“Coming back, I just want to
work as hard as I possibly can and
see if I can help – anything coach
asks me to do, I’m going to do,”
Wagner said.
While the Salukis hope to welcome someone important back
tonight, the Sycamores are hoping

to move on without someone important.
Former head coach Jim Wiedie
was suspended Feb. 9 for the remainder of the season after 10
years at the helm of the women’s
basketball program. Indiana
State’s athletic department said
the current assistant coaching
staff will handle the day-to-day
operations of the program, but
would not comment any further.
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